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SUBJECT: LAOTIANS CHARGE CIA COMPLICITY IN MURDER OF 
JAPANESE DIPLOMAT 

REF: 77 VIENTIANE 1685 

1 . MOFA 1ST SEA DIVDIR YUSHITA CALLED IN EMBOFF 
AUGUST 29 TO DISCUSS JAPANESE EMBASSY VIENTIANE CABLE, 

REPORTING THAT LAOTIAN RADIO BROADCAST SAME DAY CHARGED 
CIA AND RIGHTIST ELEMENTS WITH PLOTTING MURDER OF JAPANESE 
CHARGE SUGIE AND WIFE IN VIENTIANE LAST CHRISTMAS (REFTEL). 
BROADCAST SAID VIENTIANE CITY PEOPLE'S COURT HANDED DOWN 
SENTENCE AUGUST 26 ON BOONMI VONGSUMIT AND FOUR ACCOMPLICES, 

AND REPORTED THAT SENTENCING WAS PROCEDED BY STATEMENT THAT 
INCIDENT WAS MANIPULATED BY CIA AND RIGHTIST ELEMENTS IN 
ORDER TO CREATE CONFUSION, DESTROY DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
BETWEEN JAPAN AND LAOS, AND RAISE DOUBTS ABOUT SECURITY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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IN LAOS. 

2. YUSHITA SAID THAT ONCE OR TWICE DURING INVESTIGATION, 

LAOTIAN AUTHORITIES HAD HINTED TO JAPANESE THAT BACK- 
GROUND ELEMENTS WERE BEHIND MURDER, BUT HAD NEVER SAID 
ANYTHING DEFINITE. GOJ HAS ASKED LAOTIANS FOR FULL TEXT 
OF AUGUST 26 COURT PROCEEDINGS, INASMUCH AS AMBASSADOR 
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AND EMBASSY OFFICERS WERE PRESENT ONLY FOR ACTUAL 
SENTENCING. 

3. YUSHITA SAID GOI WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION USG MAY HAVE ON SUGIE INCIDENT, PARTICULARLY 
ANY THEORIES AS TO WHY LAOTIANS CHOSE TO DRAG ABOVE 
ALLEGATIONS INTO CASE. 

4. CABLE WAS DRAFTED BEFORE RECEIPT OF VIENTIANE 938 AND 
941. WE WILL CONVEY RELEVANT INFORMATION TO MOFA. 

MANSFIELD 
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